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- MEDIA RELEASE -

Florida National Guard members honored during deployment ceremony Monday in Starke
631st Maintenance Company to deploy to Iraq in support of OIF
ST. AUGUSTINE, Fla. (July 29) – Nearly 200 members of the Florida National Guard’s 631st Maintenance Company were honored during a deployment ceremony Monday at the Madison Street Baptist Church in Starke, Fla.  

Governor Charlie Crist attended the ceremony, and expressed pride in the members of the Florida National Guard.

“I can’t tell you how proud I am to be the Commander in Chief of this great National Guard,” said Gov. Crist.  “You are the best of the best, and with your deployment to Iraq, remember this – all of Florida stands with you, all of America stands with you.  You are true heroes, extraordinary in the history of our state and our country.”

The governor also recognized the Soldiers’ families, and thanked them for their constant support.

“When these young men and women leave us, they don’t really leave us.  We’re with them every step of the way,” he said.  “It is the family support, first and foremost, that is the most important to each and every one of these men and women.  Your love, your caring, your concern and compassion will stay with them and give them strength.”

Mindy Malone, the unit’s Family Readiness Coordinator and also the wife of deploying 631st member Staff Sgt. Mike Malone, echoed the governor’s sentiment and said that support from the local community also plays a role.

“We’re proud of our Soldiers, but to have the community behind us as well and to know that they’re going to be here for us while our husbands and wives and sisters and brothers are gone, that’s huge for us,” she said  

Members of the 631st Maintenance Company departed Tuesday morning for Fort McCoy, Wis., where they will receive advanced training before heading overseas.

The 631st Maintenance Company is headquartered in Starke, Fla., and specializes in maintenance of wheeled vehicles, weapons, communications equipment and night vision gear.  

During its deployment in 2003, the unit supported every National Guard and Reserve unit that processed through Fort Stewart, Ga., on their way to and from operations in Iraq and Afghanistan.  The 631st processed more than 50,000 pieces of equipment to ensure each unit going to and from combat zones was “fully mission capable.”  

Additionally, the 631st also served on state active duty in support of hurricane missions in 2004, 2005 and 2006.
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