Florida Defense Alliance

Final Minutes of the Military Family Support Working Group meeting of the Enterprise Florida, Inc. (EFI), Florida Defense Alliance (FDA) was held on January 26, 2010 at 9:00 a.m. 
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Staff present 

	McPherson, Rocky 
	Director, Military and Defense Programs, Enterprise Florida Inc.

	Pena, Juliana 
	Program Manager Military and Defense, Enterprise Florida Inc. 


Meeting Agenda 
I.
Greetings and Introductions 

II.
Review Information & Past Year Minutes 
III.
DOD QOL Top 10 Review & Update
IV.
Military to Medicine Program

V.
News Working Group Structure/ Military Affairs Committee

Meeting start time 9:00 a.m. 
Greetings and Introductions
Review Information & Past Year Minutes
DOD QOL Top 10 Review & Update
Mr. Eric Sherman briefed the changes for the DOD Key Quality of Life Issues. #1 updated:  Increase Key Support to Guard and Reserve Members and Their Families,  #2 is new: Ensure Deployment Separation Does Not Determine Child Custody Decisions, #3 added back in: Increase Access to Quality, Affordable Childcare for Military Families,  and #9 is new: Comport State Laws with DOD Rules on Disposition  
Military to Medicine

William Offutt provided information on the Military Family Caucus stating that 3 members from the Florida Delegation are members.  There is no follow-on at this time and more are sessions planned for this spring.

Tania Mercurio provided a very informative PP brief on the new Military to Medicine Program that provides military spouses, veterans, and primary care providers of wounded veteran’s scholarships for occupations relating to the medical field.  The program is run through Inova Health Systems.
Florida Council on Military Bases and Family Support
Director for Enterprise Florida provided the following information for the Florida Council on Military Bases and Family Support:  The council has 9 members, the Chair is Alan Benz and Vice Chair is Brig. Gen. Chip Diel. There are 4 subgroups/working groups: 1) Federal Government Working Group (Federal issues and impact on State), 2) Intrastate Activities (best practices from other States), 3) Competitive Advantages, and 4) Public Communications.  
Next Semi-annual FDA Meeting

The next semi-annual FDA meeting is scheduled for the 27th of May at Homestead Air Reserve Base.  Anticipate the MFSWG to meet on the 26th for approximately 4 hours dependent on agenda development.   

The Chair thanked the attendees for their participation and encouraged them to feel free to contact her if they should have any questions.

The meeting was adjourned at 12:00.  
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